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lion. Charles McC. nathias . | 

Boom 460, Old donate Uiiice Bldg. p 

W ashiagton , D.C. 


near . jxc . 


iou-jf were having a rough day when we net, so £ can understand 


vou heard. 


lour w ere nav-mg a j-uu.^ » . „ 

with half of one ear you were doing very well. However, two tilings! first, the deadline 
was the day you wrote me if I were to prevent what i think could be a major_ disaster, and 
second, Burke Marshal} is either the best or the worst thing you coula dq* 1 fear the 
latter. I'll explain both. 

Aside iron talking to you (.and nobody else in political life), I was conducting 
nv own inquiries in ay own way on the other side. There is but a single pathologist ^ 
in the country who makes possible the thing I fear. I know him well. bo has beer, evasive wixn 
me on the subject for months, it is when I got confirmation of his plan';, and of his getting 
past the Burke marshall hurdle of the stupid contract Marshall signed on oenalf ox the 
executors of the President's estate, fo&zx that I got in touch with you. All warsnall neoa 
do is what A understand he did, as he also did with me, pass the buck to the nromvist. at 
that point Saint Edgar et al have the ball. The day this first became possible is tne 2yth, 
the day you wrote me. Prior to that, in response to a provocative letter x wroto^nim, das 
path ol ogist remained evasive on every point except hi- clear intention to^apply 1 or access 
to the autopsy film. That he does affirm. He carefully avoided telling ne A had alreaay oeen 
in touch with Marshall, as I have on excellent authority. So, not having heard from you, 

I felt I had to take another step. Also, Sid did not report having spoken to Teddy s AM, 
which he said he would do. Thus, when there was no word, yesterday 1 wrote Teddy s man, 

I think has AM. I enclose my carbon. I'd appreciate its return after you or aid reader 0 . 

Ho objection to copying and if it interests you U have no desire to burden eitner of you 
or to snow either under, you can have copies of all my correspondence with -eduy s previous 
AA and with Marshall). It is not probability that worries me as much as possibility, and 
any possibility stands ay hair on one. 

marshall is very much parti pris. 1 do not think for a minute that he signed a 
contract he drafted or .one in which he even participated in the drafting. I think ns came 
into this late, diun' thrust his former associates, read it, saw nothin wrong with it 
(.and I also believe had no basis for any legitimate opinion either way) ana signed it. Mow, 
the situation he faces is living with the reality of what he made possible, a® coula not 
possibly knot what he has to know to adequately serve the heimedy v and 1 tm.nk.it here 
coincides with the country’s) interest in this matter, be had to deal on a basis 01 ^ trust with 
those who had every interest in abusing that trust ,jad every interest in sadeling tne nonneay 
r.r.rr.n with responsibility for all the suppressions of evidence. 

Marshall is holier than the Pope. 1 have repeatedly asked him to inform himself . . I 
have repeatedly warned him of the potential of what he was into. 1 never, ever, got a single 
meaningful when I presented him with copies of pictures what aad wo teil any reasonably 
intelligent man that he and Ids client had been had, he shrugged it off ana said he lext it 
entirely up to the Archivist, .-aid that stalwart character, injds extremity, din not shun 
perjury. Unless you have the interest and can find the time, x can't toll you the whole 
story so 1 will neither tease you nor impose upon you with part 01 it. 1 you .ids, 

hoping you will believe it at least possible! the consequence ana the proof of it 1 nave is 
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or aiiywher_. else you want that is possible 'for aae. I'm absolutely flat broke and deeply 
in debt, i-.y sole precondition is the preservation of my confidence. 1 offer the same assurance 
in return. In any event, ray -writing on this is completed. ^nd I serve anything out a selfish 
invest in seeking to prevent a scandal, for such a tragedy would mdL&.gy work a valuable 
anu sought-after property, ^nd it is alreacy copyrighted. I have a limited edition of it. 

•‘•here is another siae to this. Used properly and responsibly, the danger can not 
De f ^stratea, but this work can be put to what if I know you, you would regard as the 
mos urgent#, . iaiaedia .e good use. Until you can take the- time to inform yourself, you have 
only my opinion. But there are things you have told me that X have never used -shat tell me 
your^belieis or: tnUPperbaps collateral matters as you see them, but of the crux to me. hot 
let.ong it rest on this ellipsis would be unfair to you, and I can't burden you or Sid or 
myself with a tome in this letter. 


_ . " i ' ne st r an ^o anomaly is teat if anything i: to ranain, if not now, then in the future, 

oi xou marshall ana Clark ana Warren Commission reputations, it will be only tiirough my 
wor.-;,. which does, wloile any thing but sycophantic, put them and their situations in context. 

on -unini^any is willing to "believe this now. Their positions take such extreme forms 
as .he demeaning know-no thing! sm of Viarren who, on the one hand, goes around the world 
calling .or. new evidence’' (and believe so, there is nothing wrong with the "old evidence” 
aousea ana ignored#) and simultaneously has given order that any and every letter on this 
subject aduressed to him be intercepted so that he may not see it. How the hell is he going 
to sec any "no* evidence"? I have offered it, without response. ° 

. I . tio a ?- >recl fte your willingness to be part of at least an effort and even if it 

toex a direction other than what * load asked. *ou can, as you know, depend upon me not 
exploiting it or whatever happens in any way. That is the opposite of my purpose. By 
problem is x rustrating those with this intent, and I del not delude myself about my limitations, 


I 


for this 


£.3011 


sought your help. 


on the other matter, since Beall has already disclosed his treachery (and 1 hose I 
no not use words that give you offense if he is your friend, but they are factual), I* think 
xnat perhaps toe oest single help you can no tl offer is what you or Sid suggested, putting 
me in .ouch with those of ecological interest. They have much a t stake they can't know 
un ^ they fxrst hear me anu then see what they will, X'his is an exceptional legal situation. 
* sp0iCen t0 the ^ office of the Sierra Club, an... the best I could rot fro * them is 

xna. .hey arc- only a lobbying office, I should go to California to the- office that handles 
these aspects. That .is like telling me to go to the moon, broke as I am. 

■ Aware ff 1 am of the demands on your tine, I repeat my offer to give you and Ann ani 
ev ‘~ nx you v<il± not i or jet anu xn return will ask nothing but silence of you both. If you 
ao not accept it, 1 will be without cfiticisn or consent. It .ill be harder on no than you 
can imagine, for living with this stuff is close to intolerable. 


inanks for the try. Best from us both. 


Sincerely, 


Harold Weisberg 



